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The Significance of Evil in Literature 
To: Sister Julie Spilker 
From: Stacey Smekofske  
Date: May 15, 2018 
Subject: Research Proposal “The Significance of Evil in Literature” 

PURPOSE:  

I hope that my research will show that without being salacious the depiction of 
wickedness in literature is necessary to fully appreciate the contrast between 
beauty and grotesque and good and evil. I believe that further research will 
prove that when people are exposed to unpleasant scenarios through artistic 
means they are better able to cope with the unpleasant scenarios that arise in 
life. It is through contrasts that humans are better equipped to appreciate the 
world that God provided, and people will work harder to be a moral society 
through the exploration of humanity in difficulties. My issue questions include 
the following:  

• Can people of faith write about horrific experiences in literature without 
being scatological? 

• Is it necessary to censor literature that is offensive? 
• In fiction, how can a writer express light and love when writing about 

darkness and sin? 
• Do artistic expressions of horror help others learn empathy? 

BACKGROUND 

Several years ago, I developed a close relationship with my dear neighbors the 
Collings.  Michael and Judi were fun loving, and I was so very blessed to have 
them live across the street.  In my many visits with Michael and Judi, I came to 
really love and respect their experiences and wisdom. It wasn’t long after I met 
them that I came to know that Michael was the foremost authority on Stephen 
King. It was quite surprising that this reserved and gentile man had such an 
acquaintance and authority on such dark subjects brought up by one of the 
most famous authors in our generation. He guffawed at my surprise, and 



 

 

2 

proceeded to inform me about his son, Michaelbrent, that is an international 
bestseller in the horror genre. Since that time, I have had the pleasure to read 
their work, attend classes, panels, and have private discussions with each of 
these men.  I have come to appreciate the art involved in telling horrific stories 
in a manner that is both entertaining and, believe it or not, uplifting. Michael 
Collings has since become one of my most influential mentors and was one of 
the main instigators in my personal drive to work in literature.  

I have been and still am a fan of Stephen King, Dean Koontz, and Michaelbrent 
Collings. I enjoy the thrill of horror fiction and enjoy seeing the pure of heart win 
out.  Currently, I am editing seven books for a non-LDS horror author; this is 
giving me a much different perspective and experience than I have had in my 
past.  I have come to know that not all horror is created equal.  So, I decided 
that it is important for myself and others to see that there is a great way to write 
horror fiction and explore evil while allowing the readers to feel light and 
goodness. It is equally important for me to lay bare the societal impact of 
censorship. It is my firm belief that all artists have the right to express 
themselves through their mediums; censorship is its own form of evil.  However, 
I feel it is also the duty of authors that wish to explore the antagonistic forces in 
this life to do so in a way that is wholesome and in good taste.  Unwarranted sex 
and violence in literature can be a glorification of evil.  However, artistic 
expression is subjective and is necessary in order to help society empathize and 
appreciate human experiences that, without representation, would be deprived 
of in life.  These expressions are a means in which we connect with others and 
fully appreciate our own human experiences.  I believe that through artistic and 
mindful expression those horrific things that we often experience in this life 
could and should be shared using decent methods that help us fully appreciate 
those experiences.  

SIGNIFICANCE 

This topic is important because of the attack on freedom that we are seeing 
today. Freedom of speech and expression are often attacked with the topic is 
offensive or unpleasant. The real problem with censoring things that may be 
offensive to one, often it is the innocuous and beautiful that is also censored.   
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Michaelbrent uses the example of the Bible in his defense of horror writing.  He 
says that the most horrific tale ever told is in the New Testament. It would be 
tragic if the Bible was censored because it offended certain people.  Censorship 
of the Bible has been attempted.  Additionally, the famous LDS author, Orson 
Scott Card, speaks about the USSR’s attempted censorship that resulted in the 
samizdat system; this was when people would type up manuscripts and pass 
them to their friends secretively risking imprisonment and even their very lives 
to read fiction. Cards states, “The need for fiction of some kind is almost 
universal” (Card 1980, pg 3).  

I hope to learn in my research that there is a much broader and significant 
impact of terror and horror on our human experiences and that in sharing and 
internalizing those happenings we are better off as a society.  I believe that my 
perspective as an editor of vile horror and a fan of tasteful horror that I can help 
writers and readers understand and appreciate both types of horror.  That while 
many may pass up the genre, it is necessary to appreciate it as a means of 
expression by the artist. I hope to also help answer those that want to write 
terror filled experiences and are conflicted; I want them to know that is possible 
to write those incidents in a way that answers their personal and spiritual needs. 

 

DESCRIPTION AND OUTLINE 

Thesis: Fiction requires the unescapable core of truth in order to have meaning 
and purpose for the reader, and it is necessary for principled and moral writers 
to expose the horrors associated with life in order to teach empathy and the 
triumph over evil.  

Research Necessary: I will conduct an interview with my mentor Michael 
Collings, and his son Michaelbrent Collings.  I will include information about the 
societal impact of censorship and restrictions on the freedom of speech.  I may 
dive into the historical events that have attempted to censor books and 
information on a wide scale.  I will also discuss the importance of contrasts and 
how we need to have them in order to fully appreciate the good.   
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METHODOLOGY 

I will conduct my research through reading of scholastic articles, news articles, 
and societal research. I will also discuss with readers and writers alike the 
significance of horror and their perspectives on the genre. I will interview my 
mentor Michael Collings, and Michaelbrent Collings.  

PROBLEMS 

I expect to encounter difficulty in finding statistical information on the 
subjective nature of horror.  I will also expect a significant push back from LDS 
members who I might discuss the subject with regarding the freedom of 
expression, even when it isn’t in line with the gospel.  I also expect it will be 
difficult to interview Michael Collings in person, so I will more than likely have to 
converse through email.  He has tennitus and it is very difficult for him to hear 
my voice; in order to accommodate this, we will have to converse through 
slower means like email or instant message.  Michaelbrent’s schedule will have 
to be accommodated but I have already contacted him, and we are scheduling 
an interview through Skype.  

Introduction explain the importance of contrasting views and how horror is a part of 
everyday life.  Thesis statement

Presentation 
of Position

including research and position on censorship, horror writing, and how to 
write horror in a way that doesn’t conflict with LDS faith.

Opposing 
Views

Usually from members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints who wish to avoid all 
repulsiveness in their literary experiences. The main view is that the exposure to the lewd, to 
hardness, humiliation, and proliferating violence is that it is encouraging a more violent and 

depraved society (Giroux). 

Response to 
Opposing 

Views

The problem with many people today is that they don’t know the difference between an evil book and a 
good book that depicts evil.  I will respond with the argument that good books don’t advocate evil, and 

that it is necessary to personally censor that books that can influence to do evil rather than overcome it.

Conclusion Conclude with the summation of findings
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TIMETABLE AND SCHEDULE 

May 17 through May 18 –  Compile and collect all the necessary 
sources and articles that I intend to read 
and use in my paper.  

May 19 Proposal Due 

May 19 through May 22 --  Arrange and conduct interviews, outline, 
and begin draft of paper.  

May 23 through May 25 –  Finalize position and thesis, finish draft of 
writer’s position and opposing view.  

May 25 500 words due of draft 

May 26 through May 29 --  Draft introduction and conclusion, compile 
bibliography 

May 29 through May 30 --  Have rough draft reviewed by personal 
editor 

May 30 Full draft due for peer review 

May 31 through June 2 --  Make revisions and have a final proofread 
done by personal editor 

June 2 Final submission of Research Paper due 

 

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL  

It is important to me those of faith fully appreciate and desire to protect 
freedom of expression.  The significance of horror in our human experience 
should not be understated.  It is important for my line of work, that readers 
appreciate the artists that I work with and that everyone feels that they are 
valued, and we can learn from each other. Our society needs to be more 
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tolerant and appreciative of individuals and their perspectives.  This comes 
through our abilities to write in a way that those terrible events in life can be 
expressed in a way that won’t conflict with our personal and spiritual 
relationships. I humbly request that you accept my proposal for this research 
proposal. 


